Rediscover the Christmas Story!
Most of us know the Christmas story off by heart. We know the
characters and the order in which things happened; we’ve heard the
stories surrounding the birth of Jesus in Sunday school and seen it
on TV. Some of us (especially children) use the Advent figurines or
chocolate calendars during November and we get caught up in the
jingle bells and tinsel of Christmas. We forget that these people
lived real lives and sometimes had to make difficult decisions – just like us. They were
ordinary people that were put at a “faith” crossroads. The choices they made changed their
lives and our faith history. Joseph chose faith despite facing humiliation and rejection. John
the Baptist chose to obey God and follow his calling despite ridicule and opposition. The
angels and shepherds show us that sharing God’s joy can change our lives (and those
around us). Lastly Mary shows us how love changes everything. Just like the nativity
characters, we too are all part of God’s story - just living in a later chapter. We hope to
reframe the Christmas story so that we can see what happens when we fulfill the
role God has for each of us in His story.
May God Bless us as we re-discover and/or affirm our role in God’s love story this Christmas!
Pete & Nadja
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Sunday 27 November
Faith changed Joseph’s story.
Weekly Reading: Matthew 1:18-25

Background:
Joseph is the son of Jacob, the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born (Matthew 1:16).
The Gospels describe him as a “tektron” (τέκτων) which is generally translated into English
as a carpenter, but can also describe a skilled craftsman in wood and other materials. This
was the man chosen to be a father figure to Jesus. God could have chosen an eloquent
priest or Biblical scholar, but instead he chose an artisan. Joseph is only mentioned in the
Bible in relation to Jesus as a child, and nothing is heard about him after Jesus turns 12.
Joseph’s example of self-sacrifice and obedience has made him an example to all who follow
Jesus.
Picture Joseph’s situation: He was betrothed to Mary, according to the custom of his village.
For Mary to reveal that she was pregnant would have utterly shamed Joseph. He knew that
this was not his child, and was entitled to have her stoned in the village square. 1 Joseph
initially decided to divorce her quietly as he didn’t want to shame her in public or sentence
her to a horrible death. This was until an angel visited him and reassured him that marriage
to Mary was the will of God. Despite the humiliation and rejection this choice might cause
him, he was willing to surrender to God. This makes his story extraordinary. It is easy to
gloss over the immense faith it took to obey God whilst society and the values you grew up
with tell you that you are doing something wrong!
Joseph chose to put Jesus first. He chose to do the will of God above his ego, society’s
views, and his fear of change. He didn’t know what the future would hold, but he knew that
God entrusted this baby to him, and that he had to raise this boy as his own son. This
passage is particularly significant for the many men who are called by God to be rolemodels for boys. Sometimes this call is to model Godly-manhood for your own son – and
sometimes, like Joseph, this call is for the son of another.
Matthew 6:33 (MSG) “If God gives such attention to the appearance of
wildflowers—most of which are never even seen—don’t you think he’ll attend to you,
take pride in you, do his best for you? What I’m trying to do here is to get you to
relax, to not be so preoccupied with getting, so you can respond to God’s giving.
1

Deuteronomy 22:23.
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People who don’t know God and the way he works fuss over these things, but you
know both God and how he works. Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative,
God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll find all your everyday human
concerns will be met.
Often all of us are too wrapped up in our own situations to hear God’s call on our lives.
God says that when we put his kingdom first the rest will be added. Are you open to the
call of God on your life? You might have to take a leap in faith not knowing where you are
going to land. You might know the right thing to do but the consequences are just too
huge, humiliating and / or frightening. You might be at a crossroads in your life’s story just
like Joseph. Making a Godly choice changes your story to fit God’s story and it is here that
we find peace in the greatest love story ever written.
For reflection: Joseph found his place in God’s story. Can Joseph’s story of faith help you
reframe yours?
Daily Devotions:

Sunday 27 November
Overcome your fear – Isaiah 41:10.
Joseph made a brave choice despite becoming a social outcast and being ridiculed. He didn’t
know what would be the significance of his decision, he just answered to the call of God.
Dear God, I cling to my values, my culture, my bank balance, and my family for security. Please
help me to let go and to trust you to look after my future.

Monday 28 November
Know that you have favour with God – John 1:16.
Joseph knew that God loved him and that he would bless
him.
He was convinced of God’s love for him and his presence in
his life.
Dear God, please help me know that I am continuously blessed
and carry your favour over my life. I know that if I knock you will
answer. Please come into my life again.

Tuesday 29 November
Do not doubt that with God the impossible is
possible – Matthew 19:26.
Nothing can get in the way of God’s plan. He is the creator of the universe. He is the
beginning and the end. Nothing is impossible for him.
Dear God, I limit you and myself daily by not realizing that you are mighty, powerful and the
creator of the universe. Bigger than anything I might face. Through you, everything is possible.
Please create in me a hopeful heart for today and tomorrow.
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Wednesday 30 November
Know that God has a plan to prosper you – Jeremiah 29:11.
God’s plan is for you as well! God knows what he created you for and he can’t wait for you
to walk with him to accomplish what he wants you to do. This plan will bring you hope and
joy.
Dear God, I sometimes forget that with you everything has a positive ending. Please help me to
discern my role in your story and to know deep within my heart that it is for my own good.

Thursday 1 December
Remain receptive to God’s guidance – Psalm 32:8.
Live a prayer filled life, reading the Bible as your guide. The closer we get to God, the more
we will know what to decide or do next.
Dear God, thank you that you watch over me every day. I cannot imagine life without you! Please
open my ears to hear your voice better.

Friday 2 December
Know God so that you can know His will – Proverbs
3:6.
You can only know God’s will if you walk closely with Him.
The more you allow God inside, the more He will show you
your path on the outside.
Dear God, I am yours and you are mine. Please help me walk so
close to you so that there will be no doubt in my mind as to what
needs to happen next.

Saturday 3 December
Believe that God fulfills his promises – Joel 2:25.
Know that God always does what he promised. Remind yourself of the past where God did
answer prayer, and honoured his promises.
Dear God, remind me again of your love and all your promises you have kept in my own and
others’ lives.
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Sunday 4 December
Obedience characterized John the Baptist’s story.
Weekly Reading: Luke 1:57-80, John 1:19-32

Background:
John the Baptist, was the son of Zechariah the priest and his wife Elizabeth, and a cousin
to Jesus. John paved the way for the arrival of Jesus. He was a fascinating choice for this
task, becoming a “lone voice in the wilderness” (John 1:23) as he fearlessly gave testimony
for Jesus. His whole life was dedicated to the coming of the Messiah: he knew he was set
apart for a special purpose and lived his life accordingly.
John the Baptist was a Levite, one of the special tribe set aside by God to take care of all of
the work associated with the temple (Numbers 1:50-53). He lived a rugged life in the
mountainous area of Judea, between the city of Jerusalem and the Dead Sea. It is written
that he wore clothes made out of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist. His diet
was a simple one—locusts and wild honey (Matthew 3:4).
He fearlessly confronted the authorities of the day, calling them a “brood of vipers” and
warning them not to rely on their Jewish lineage for salvation, but to repent and “bear fruit
in keeping with repentance” (Matthew 3:7-10). People of that day simply did not address
leaders, religious or otherwise, in this manner for fear of punishment. But John’s faith made
him fearless in the face of opposition. This kind of “truth-telling” drew support from many
people who agreed with him but did not have the courage to say so. Despite his growing
support he remained humble, always pointing to Jesus as the one whose sandals he was not
worthy to untie (Matthew 3:11). Because John the Baptist understood the justice of God,
we was able play his role in God’s story without compromise. For this reason we return to
John the Baptist as we prepare for the coming of Jesus: can we hear his voice as he
challenges us to repent, and prepare the way for the Lord?
Matthew 3:1-10 (MSG) Thunder in the Desert! While Jesus was living in the Galilean
hills, John, called “the Baptizer,” was preaching in the desert country of Judea. His
message was simple and austere, like his desert surroundings: “Change your life.
God’s kingdom is here.” John and his message were authorized by Isaiah’s prophecy:
Thunder in the desert! Prepare for God’s arrival! Make the road smooth and straight!
John dressed in a camel-hair habit tied at the waist by a leather strap. He lived on a
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diet of locusts and wild field honey. People poured out of Jerusalem, Judea, and the
Jordanian countryside to hear and see him in action. There at the Jordan River those
who came to confess their sins were baptized into a changed life. When John realized
that a lot of Pharisees and Sadducees were showing up for a baptismal experience
because it was becoming the popular thing to do, he exploded: “Brood of snakes!
What do you think you’re doing slithering down here to the river? Do you think a
little water on your snakeskins is going to make any difference? It’s your life that
must change, not your skin! And don’t think you can pull rank by claiming Abraham
as father. Being a descendant of Abraham is neither here nor there. Descendants of
Abraham are a dime a dozen. What counts is your life. Is it green and blossoming?
Because if it’s deadwood, it goes on the fire.
Not only do we need to prepare ourselves for Jesus’ Christmas arrival – but like John the
Baptist, we become a voice to challenge others to prepare for Christmas. We need to
challenge the powerful leaders in our land to repent of their wicked ways and return to
God. We need to speak to the powerful members of our families (which might include us!)
to kneel before the Christmas Jesus in obedience and love.
For Reflection: Is this the year that you are challenged to the course as you live out your
part in God’s story in the shadow of John the Baptist?
Daily Devotions:

Sunday 4 December
Humbly submit to God’s authority – Matthew 11:30.
God is the master of our lives not us. We do not have
control. Whatever we do without him – we do in vain. The
only way to have real peace and joy in your life is to submit
to Him.
Dear God, I take back control of my life many times a day, please help me to live in your freedom
and not in my own man-made prison of wanting control all the time.

Monday 5 December
Find out what God is calling you for – Isaiah 43:1.
Live single-mindedly for God. You are his. Stand for the truths of the Kingdom of God.
Dear God, I want every moment of my life to count, to mean something even if it is to just live in
your presence. Please help me to actively become aware of your presence in my life and to know
for what you have created me.

Tuesday 6 December
Stay faithful to your calling – Romans 8:28.
God is always faithful, no matter what we go through. You will be tested and confronted.
Nothing worthwhile comes easy.
Dear God, I sometimes feel like I can’t fight the resistance I am getting. It feels a hopeless cause.
Please help me to cling to you and your word for sustenance and encouragement.
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Wednesday 7 December
Trust God to guide you – Psalm 48:14
He knows the end destination and all the little places in between. We cannot see what the
path holds, we only have to hold his hand and enjoy the journey no matter what it brings.
Dear God, please lead me to where you want me to go. Thank you that I know that it is us that will
go together, and not just me by myself. With you by my side I can handle anything that comes my
way as my hand warmly rests in yours.

Thursday 8 December
Focus your life on truth – Psalm 33:4-5.
Actively rebuke that which is not God’s truth. Speak against corrupt government; challenge
injustice at work; teach the righteousness of God at home. Make sure your compass is
aligned to the values of the Kingdom of God.
Dear God, help me know and live out your truths in my life so that I can help spread your goodness
in this world.

Friday 9 December
Never give up – Galatians 6:9.
Persist until the end. Do not give up challenging the sinful actions
of the powerful. It is so worth it! Nothing that can happen to us
in this world compares to the joy, peace and love we will have in
heaven.
Dear God, sometimes it feels like the world is winning. Please help me
to persevere. Help me to feel your shining presence to dispel the
shadows chasing me.

Saturday 10 December
Trust in God – Isaiah 49:23.
He is the one in control of everything! His plan and love never disappoints, only people do.
Choose to trust God and not worldly promises.
Dear God, thank you that you are the same yesterday, today, tomorrow and forever and that you
never disappoint.
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Sunday 11 December
Sharing God’s joy changed the Angels and
Shepherd’s story.
Weekly Reading: Luke 2: 8-20

Background:
Shepherds and Angels are central to our Christmas story. They appear on Christmas
cards, in nativity plays and our Christmas carols. They tell a story of God’s joy at the birth
of Jesus, and that sharing this joy will make a remarkable difference in our lives. Let us
imagine the shepherds sitting around their camp fire, tired from walking with the sheep all
day. Suddenly an angel appears in front of them, and the “glory of the Lord shone around
them”. It is not surprising that we are told that they are filled with fear. The angel then
announces the good news of the birth of a Saviour. Once the shepherds realised that God
did not mean to harm them, but instead has a message for them, they relaxed. God chose
ordinary people to verify that Jesus was born, and to spread this Good News. The best part
of the message of the angels is that no-one is excluded from this plan! Everyone is invited
and can experience this joy. In 2016 we still hear the message of the angels as we hear the
Good News and meet Jesus our fear turns to joy. His love transforms our fearful lives into
faithful lives. Most often overcoming our fears is such a victory that it becomes visible in
our joyful response to God. Remember, God didn’t come for a moment – he came for
eternity. Like the angels we sing joyful praises to him forever.
Luke 2:10-14 (MSG) “There were sheepherders camping in the neighbourhood. They
had set night watches over their sheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them and
God’s glory blazed around them. They were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be
afraid. I’m here to announce a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody,
worldwide: A Saviour has just been born in David’s town, a Saviour who is Messiah
and Master. This is what you’re to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in
a manger.” At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God’s
praises: Glory to God in the heavenly heights, Peace to all men and women on earth
who please him.”
We live in a broken world; the people of our country are slowly losing hope in themselves,
our leaders, their value systems, and God. The shepherds and angels show us that
encountering Jesus changes hearts and lives. As we encounter Jesus in the manger this
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Christmas, we are invited to discover the same joy as seen in the shepherds all those years
ago.
For Reflection: Are you someone that attracts others because of your joy and peace that
passes all understanding, or are you blending in perfectly with the moans and groans of the
crowd?
Daily Devotions:

Sunday 11 December
Ask and you will find – Luke 11:9.
Seek God’s joy and peace with all your heart, all your mind and with everything you are and
have. His Spirit does make a difference.
Dear God, help me to never stop looking for you with my whole being. I am nothing without you.

Monday 12 December
Expect the unexpected – Zephaniah 3:17.
God is creative and mightier than you can possibly imagine. He can find ways to solve
problems that you have never thought about. This God is with you – singing over you with
love.
Dear God, the height and depth of your love for me – not even a dot on the world map - is just too
much to take in. Please help me to not limit your accomplishments and love by my narrow thinking.

Tuesday 13 December
God’s good news is for everyone – believe it!
God loves your family, your neighbours, the beggar at the street corner – and the politician
on the television! All of us have the opportunity to live with Him and in Him. Let us
overflow with God’s love for those around us.
Dear God, sometimes I forget that you love absolutely everyone. Please help me to see others
through your eyes not my own.

Wednesday 14 December
Look out for signs of God’s love for you –
Psalm 68:19.
God sends love messages to his children every day.
Look for yours!
Dear God, please help me see your love all around me!

Thursday 15 December
Live in peace and goodwill with everyone – 1 Peter 3:8.
Joy and peace are a result of good relations. Nothing is more important to God than
people! Choose to make peace with someone today. .
Dear God, please make me a peacemaker. Help me to handle conflict in such a way that it builds
bridges and doesn’t tear them down.
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Friday 16 December
Share the good news – Romans 1:16.
Your joy should overflow your life into the lives of others. Share your peace and joy so that
people can “meet God” through you.
Dear God, help me share the good news that I am living with others so that all your “sheep” can
be together with their master one day.

Saturday 17 December
Thank and praise God for the love you have experienced –
Psalm 66:20.
God is always with us, although we are not always aware of this.
Praise God all the time, every day, every hour for his unconditional
love and the amazing ways in which he shows us he cares.
Dear God, you are Holy, awesome and I am so grateful that you never
leave me and that you love me forever. I love you Lord!

Sunday 18 December
Love changed Mary’s story.
Weekly Reading: Luke 1: 26-56

Background:
Mary, was the wife of Joseph and the mother of Jesus. If people had to choose the mother
of Jesus – Mary might not have made it onto the short list. She was a young Jewish girl from
a poor family, who lived in a little known village far from the “religious hub” of the day. She
wasn’t famous or influential. However, despite her circumstances, God asked something of
Mary that many of us might not have been able to do: she was asked to be totally obedient
in love.
Imagine this young woman, excitedly preparing for her wedding day. She would be fetched
by her betrothed and taken to his home, where she would be received in honour. Perhaps
she dreamt of the day she wanted to set up her own home, and have children. Suddenly a
messenger from God tells her that she is already pregnant - news that changes her life
forever. The consequences are severe: she is shunned as an unmarried pregnant woman,
and seen as a liar – or as a blasphemer - for claiming that this baby has been conceived
through the Spirit of God. Yet despite this, we read of Mary expressing joy at the
opportunity to serve God:
Rediscover the Christmas Story

Page 11

Luke 1:46-55 (MSG) And Mary said, I’m bursting with God-news; I’m dancing the
song of my Saviour God. God took one good look at me, and look what happened—
I’m the most fortunate woman on earth! What God has done for me will never be
forgotten, the God whose very name is holy, set apart from all others. His mercy
flows in wave after wave on those who are in awe before him. He bared his arm and
showed his strength, scattered the bluffing braggarts. He knocked tyrants off their
high horses, pulled victims out of the mud. The starving poor sat down to a banquet;
the callous rich were left out in the cold. He embraced his chosen child, Israel; he
remembered and piled on the mercies, piled them high. It’s exactly what he
promised, beginning with Abraham and right up to now.
We might feel that we are not worthy, or not the right gender, or not educated enough to
serve God. Mary proves us wrong. We put limits on our own lives that God would never
do. With God everything is possible. Mary loved God and when he asked her to serve Him
she said yes. Her love for Jesus changed her life. Love changes everything! Mary knew that
her son was the only hope the world had and accepted her role in His story. We who have
children today can learn from Mary and learn to trust God with our children despite our
fears for that which the future might hold.
For reflection: You can learn from Mary’s story the power of God’s love to change who
you think you are or what you think you can handle. Are you a gift, one of the heroes of
God’s story?
Daily Devotions:

Sunday 18 December
Know who you are in Christ – 2 Corinthians 5:17.
We keep on forgetting that we are not our job descriptions, possessions or our
accomplishments. Jesus sees through us to our core with loving acceptance.
Dear God, I am because you created me. Please help me see what you see in me.

Monday 19 December
Stay close to God – Hebrews 2:1.
We need to live so close to God that we think God’s thoughts.
Discern what takes your attention away from God and cut it
out of your life.
Dear God, help me stay anchored to you every day in every way.

Tuesday 20 December
Don’t limit yourself, take risks – Matthew 28:20
We weren’t made to live in boxes of our own making; we were created to live in the
freedom that only Christ can give.
Dear God, please help me be brave knowing that I do not have to do life alone. You are with me
always! I am in you and you are in me.
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Wednesday 21 December
Love others as you love yourself – Proverbs 17:17.
God showed us through his example how to live with others. If you are unsure, go back to
the Christmas story and you will find God’s story at work.
Dear God, help me be the best friend I can be and help me see every opportunity where I can be
your hands and feet.

Thursday 22 December
Believe in God’s blessing on your life and in his faithfulness - Ephesians 1:3-4.
No matter what happens in your life, know that God chose you to bless you and that he
will stay faithful to you forever.
Dear God, please remind me of all your blessings so that I can be a blessing.

Friday 23 December
Give thanks to God all the time – Psalm 34:1.
Practice praising God even if you do not feel like it.
Dear God, help me worship you all day long.

Saturday 24 December
Love God – Mark 12:30.
Feel your whole being light up with love and light for Jesus.
Dear God, I love you and adore you! Thank you for loving me,
guiding me and never letting go of my hand.
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