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The Bible is a collection of stories 
that describe the relationship 
between God and our world. The 
Bible contains poetry, parables, 
history, laws and symbolism. All of 
this culminates in the life and 
teachings of Jesus. This study invites 
us to listen to the stories that Jesus 
told. When we open our ears and 
hearts to listen and apply them in our 

lives today, we find our stories in Jesus’ stories. In this way our lives become part of the 
history of God at work in our world!  
 
We are going to read four stories told by Jesus and reframe them into our context today. 
The small group questions and weekly challenges should allow you to apply the spiritual 
truths they reveal. In addition, we invite each person in the group to share their own story. 
To really listen to someone is one of the greatest gifts you can give to another person. Our 
stories connect us with each other and we find fellowship, understanding and healing when 
we share or listen to the stories of others.    
 
Jesus loved telling stories. In keeping with his tradition as a Rabbi, he would tell a short 
allegorical story that was designed to teach lessons for our lives as Jesus reveals himself and 
his values through them. We can engage with these stories in multiple ways at different 
times of our lives. We need to prayerfully ask God for insight that the stories told over the 
next few weeks, will speak directly into our story. 
 
Please note that you will limit your learning if you think that you know everything about 
these parables. Parables mostly have hidden truths. We therefore need to study them, to 
listen to the teachings of Biblical scholars, to hear the parables through the experience of 
the group – and to ask the Holy Spirit to help us to see and interpret these truths.  We 
have suggested ways in which the followers of Jesus could have understood the parables, 
followed by subsequent ways of reading and understanding these stories. We have also 
attempted a South African reading of the parable as we attempt to ground the story in our 
own context. You are challenged to spend the next 4 weeks re-listening to the stories with 
an open heart. In this way you will be able to gain a new perspective on your story as part 
of God’s story!  
 
Part 2 of “The Stories of Jesus” has been chosen in response to four questions that were 
asked. Each Parable is told in answer to a key life question. We believe that these questions 
are just as pertinent today as they were when they were asked in Jesus day. May this time 
of small group study deepen your relationship with God and each other. May we learn to 
stand firm in our faith, and so become part of the greater story – God’s Story! 
 
God Bless 
Pete & Nadja  



4 

 

Week 1 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An expert in the interpretation of the Torah, the writings of Moses, set himself up as the 
examiner of Jesus’ theology. He “put him to the test” by asking the age old question that 
haunts every human being: What must I do to please God? Jesus then elicits the answer from 
his examiner: “Love the Lord your God…and your neighbour as yourself” (Luke 10:27). In 
order to escape from the implication that he knew the teaching, but did not keep it, this 
lawyer asks Jesus to illustrate what the teaching means. And Jesus goes directly to the core 
of the commandment to love, by drawing on an ancient Jewish family feud.  
 
At the time of Jesus, the Jewish community was divided between those who worshipped 
God at the temple in Jerusalem, and those who worshipped at the Samaritan temple on 
Mount Gerazim. Each claimed that they alone practiced a pure faith, and condemned the 
other for following heresy. This centuries old conflict was rooted in the division of the 
Jewish people after the death of King Solomon into a Northern and a Southern Kingdom. 
This was exacerbated in 722BC with the Assyrian conquest of Jewish people from Samaria. 
Some were carried off as captives to Babylon, where they learned new skills and cultural 
habits. (2 Kings 17:3-6). At the same time the Assyrian conquerors resettled people from 
modern day Iraq into Samarian territory (2 Kings 17:24). These Cuthians1 intermarried with 
the remaining Jews and adopted Israel’s religion – while at the same time retaining their 
cultural beliefs and practices (2 Kings 17: 29-31). 200 years later Jews returning from exile 
in Babylon looked at those who had remained in Samaria as having defiled their faith by 
intermarrying with unbelievers. In return, those who had remained on the land despised the 
returnees as having lost their true faith. Samaritan descendants today continue to assert 
their identity as descendants of Joseph, and as such they say they have stayed true to the 
original Jewish faith.  
 
Jesus tells a story of a man foolish enough to travel the road from Jerusalem to Jericho on 
his own. This winding dangerous road crossed barren mountains over rough terrain that 
had caves and massive boulders which made perfect hideouts for robbers. The robbers did 

                                                           
1
  (Hebrew: כותים  , Kutim) 

Luke 10: 25-37 
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not only steal this man’s possessions, they left him naked, beaten up for dead. A Priest saw 
him but passed on the other side of the road, as he was observing the purity laws that 
forbade the touching of dead bodies. He had religious duties in the temple, and could not 
risk being made unclean. A Levite also passes the man without stopping to assist him. Most 
Levites worked in the temple, so this man would have followed the same reasoning as the 
priest. Jesus then deliberately steps into the social division of his day by suggesting that a 
Samaritan chose to stop and assist the man. The implication is clear – that kindness and 
compassion is not the sole preserve of those who know the law, but is rather a 
consequence of someone who is open to the promptings of the Love of God. Jesus tells a 
story about a foreign Samaritan who demonstrates more love than the temple-going, 
Torah-reading, Jerusalem-rooted Jews. It was a very unpopular story with those who heard 
it!  
 

In South Africa today: 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan is one of the stories of Jesus that can be 
very uncomfortable for us in South Africa: like the world of Jesus, we too have 
experience of religious people who have found it extremely difficult to allow the love of 
God to show through our religious rules. During the Apartheid-era, many of us participated 

in the racially-segregated culture of our church, and averted 
our eyes to the suffering of our country. We heard people say 
“Do not bring politics into the church” as the reason for 
passing by on the other side. This has deeply impacted us, so 
that even today we struggle to bring our faith into the 

conversation on the corruption and deceit that is sweeping our land. Many will avoid this as 
“unclean” conversations that do not belong in church.  
 
Furthermore, like the world of 
Jesus, we too have premeditated 
responses to certain people and 
situations. We might even read the 
Samaritan story with moral 
superiority “How could they have not helped the man?” Let us pause and reflect on the fact 
that there are many people who are injured by our communal rejection. If we see the 
“unclean” man at the side of the road was a Nigerian, a person from the gay community, or 
a Muslim, would we stop and help? Sadly, many of us who are well established church 
people (Levites?) condemn people by their class, religion, gender, status and job description. 
We are so prone to pre-judge who is good or bad, saved or not. We do not spend time 
with “those people” as they will contaminate us. So we pass by on the other side.   
 
Note how this Samaritan man loved: he made an extraordinary sacrifice for his perceived 
enemy. When we do not want to help those in need it shows how far we have lost sight of 
the love of God. Love does not have limits. Let us hear the invitation to be God’s hands and 
feet in the world. We need to always be guided by a love that is greater than our religious 
customs and practice. Let us celebrate the Grace-filled love we receive from God by 
sharing it with the people we meet each day. 

Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. 
In all the ways you can. In all the places you can. At 
all the times you can. To all the people you can. As 
long as ever you can.” ― John Wesley 
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Small Group Questions: 
1. Do you have pre-conceived ideas about certain cultures or their rituals, 

i.e. gay people, Nigerians, or Zulu’s? 
2. Do you have experience of someone having pre-conceived ideas about 

you? What was it like and how did you feel knowing they thought or believed those 

wrong ideas? 

3. Which laws or rules should be scrapped as they no longer represent a Christian 

heart in your company / the church / the country? Discuss. 

4. Who have you mistreated or ignored that you need to make amends to? Ask the 

group to pray with you. 

Most groups have 8 members (on average). The “Stories of Jesus” series 
will have 8 weeks of parables in total – two sets of four weeks each. Allow 
one person a week to share something of their life story with the group. 
 
Guidelines when listening to other’s stories: 

• Start the conversation by asking them about their life. Ask questions like: “I am 
curious about…”, “Tell me more about…., “I am interested in….” 

• Do not interrupt them, give advice or judge their story. 

• Ask questions like: “How? What? When? Where? Why?” to show your interest 
 
ASK: How did it feel to tell your story afterwards and give feedback to the group? 

 

• Invite work colleagues or friends of different cultures to a “dinner 
experience” over the coming weeks (each cook a traditional meal). 

• Connect with someone you don’t know well and ask them more 

about themselves, their rituals and/or their story. 

 
DAY 1: Matthew 22:36-40 (ESV) “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is like 
it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
 

DAY 2: Proverbs 21:13 (ESV) Whoever closes his ear to the cry of the poor will be 
called out and not be answered. 
 
DAY 3: Romans 5:6-8 (ESV) For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died 
for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
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DAY 4: Matthew 5:48 (ESV) You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect. 
 
DAY 5: Luke 18:9-14 (ESV) The Pharisee and the Tax Collector. He also told this 
parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others 
with contempt:  “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not 
like others, extortionist, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a 
week; I give tithes of all that I get.’  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift 
up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’  I tell 
you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who 
exalts him or herself will be humbled, but the one who humbles self will be exalted.” 
 
DAY 6: Exodus 23:4-5 (ESV) “If you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray, 
you shall bring it back to him. If you see the donkey of one who hates you lying down under 
its burden, you shall refrain from leaving him with it; you shall rescue it with him. 
 
DAY 7: Galatians 5:4 (ESV) You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified 
by the law; you have fallen away from grace. 

 

Week 2 
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus most often chooses to answer questions about faith with a parable – as we already 
saw in last week’s study. This week’s story is one such reply. Peter asks Jesus a question 
about forgiveness: How often must I forgive my brother? The rabbinical teaching of the day 
suggested that forgiveness was to be given three times, but Peter knew from experience 
that Jesus often expected more than the requirements of the law. So he doubled it – and 
took it to the holy number seven (Matthew 18:21).  
 
This story is sandwiched between two other family teachings: one about a brother whose 
sins breaks a relationship and needs restoration (Matt 18: 15-20), and the other about 

Matthew 18:21-35 
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divorce (Matt 19:1-12). All three stories imply the need for forgiveness. The Greek word 
here translated as “forgive” is aphiēmi , which can mean to remit a debt, to leave someone 
alone, to abandon or to send away.  It is clear that this can open much intellectual debate as 
to how a person can be forgiven, and what the consequences are of forgiving someone. 
Instead of entering this debate, Jesus tells a story instead.  
 
It is a story of a man who owes a king an enormous amount that he could never repay. In 
those days there were serious consequences for not paying your dept. The lender could 
imprison or sell the debtor into slavery; he could also make the guilty person’s family work 
for him until the debt had been repaid. The servant knew these possible consequences and 
begged for mercy. The king was compassionate and cancelled the debt. Jesus then tells how 
this forgiven man goes out and demands payment 
from someone that owes him money in turn. He 
demands payment and, in contrast to the king’s 
generosity, refuses the plea for mercy.  
 
In telling this story, Jesus’ answer of “seventy seven” times suggests that we, who have 
experienced a measureless forgiveness from God, have no business keeping track of our 
forgiveness of other people. He has wiped the slate clean for us – we can do the same for 
another. This parable of Jesus teaches that our understanding of our own forgiveness from 
God will be shown in the way we forgive others.  
 
Let us be clear about this Godly-forgiveness: the forgiveness of God is an action and not a 
feeling! God forgives us our sin as a choice, and not because God feels good about us. The 
righteousness anger of God towards our sin is not diminished. God hates sin. But God 
exercises the choice to forgive us despite his anger at our sin. In the same way, forgiving 
someone else is not about our feelings. I do not have to feel good about someone else in 
order to forgive them! Instead I choose to practice aphiēmi - the choice to leave the person 
alone, to walk away from the debt they owe me, to abandon my quest for revenge. I do not 
have to feel loving in order to practice the act of love.  
 

In South Africa today: 
This parable is as applicable in South Africa today as it 
was in First-Century Palestine. We have a history of the 
dispossession of land, exploitation of workers, and self-
enrichment by the powerful. The English colonized our 
land and looted our wealth in order to enrich England. 
Many, many Afrikaner women and children died in 
concentration camps when they resisted English rule. 
Many, many black people died in prison, on farms and in 
our mines as they struggled to escape the oppressive 
rule of powerful white people.  
 

As part of facing the evil of our Apartheid history, the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission helped our country speak about injustice and forgiveness. This was a painful 

“We should be rigorous in judging 
ourselves and gracious in judging 
others.” ― John Wesley 
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and difficult public conversation that attempted to find a path to national reconciliation. But 
this cannot be a once-off event. Some people have said – “we have had the TRC, now let us 
move on.” Let us all note that the events of the past cannot be dismissed simply by saying 
some words of apology. This still requires much work at the process of aphiēmi. Offering 
forgiveness is a continual choice, made both by those who have been wronged, and by 
those receiving forgiveness. The parable of Jesus suggests that those who have been 
forgiven much ought to engage in reparation and atonement. The extraordinary grace 
shown by those hurt by our Apartheid past towards their oppressors ought therefore to 
produce white people who are extra-ordinarily committed to building a better future.  
 
It is our belief, as followers of Jesus, that we can only really understand forgiveness once we 

have asked God for forgiveness and have received it ourselves. Having 
received this gift of God’s Grace we can forgive others. We do not 
forgive because people deserve it; we forgive because we have been 
forgiven. This also gives us insight into the process of repairing the 
damage of our sinful actions. When I have harmed another because of 
my actions, I need to find ways of healing the wound. 

 
In Conclusion: Sometimes forgiveness is a process of small steps as we learn how to do it. 
The more we get to know God and his love the easier it becomes to put love into practice 
by participating in aphiēmi / forgiveness. We need to even forgive those who have not 
asked for it! In this we follow Jesus’s example: he forgave us all on the cross before we even 
asked for forgiveness.  
 
Note: If you are struggling with aspects of forgiveness, ask 
someone for help. You need to approach a counsellor, a 
trusted friend, or your small group. You needn’t do it on your 
own.  
 

Small Group Questions: 
1. “Forgiving others makes me a pushover and they never feel the 

consequences of their actions”. Discuss this statement with the group. 
2. What is one of the worst things that someone has ever done to you? How do you 

feel about forgiveness in this particular case? 
3. What do you do when you are in a conflict situation? 

a. Write about it (Journal). 
b. Cut off all ties to the person – write off the relationship. 
c. Talk honestly about your feelings with that person. 
d. Overcompensate by being nice to the person, even if you feel angry. 
e. Ignore the problem – it will go away by itself. 
f. Ask others to mediate. 

Knowing how you re-act what do you think the right way would be? 
 

Allow one person a week to share something of their life story with the 
group. 
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Please note: Do not interrupt them, give advice or judge their story. 
 
ASK: How did it feel to tell your story afterwards and give feedback to the group? 

 

• Go one step deeper with the people you interact with every day, think 
why they might be reacting the way there are. People react out of 
their hurt thoughts and feelings, not yours. 

• Make a list of the people that have hurt you in the past and what they 
have done. It can be large or small things. Pray for the people on the list every day and 
ask God to help you forgive them and give you peace. 

• Make a list of all the things you have done to hurt others (unintentional or not). Pray over 
the list every day and ask God to forgive you and help you to let it go. 

• If you need to go deeper you may want to write a letter to the one that hurt you or the 
one you hurt. 

 
DAY 1: Matthew 6:9-13 (ESV) Pray then like this: “Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

DAY 2: Proverbs 19:11(ESV) Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his/her 
glory to overlook an offense. 
 
DAY 3: Matthew 5:44-45 (ESV) But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father who is in heaven. For he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 
 
DAY 4: Mark 11:25 (ESV) And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything 
against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 
 
DAY 5: Ephesians 4:31-32 (ESV) Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamour 
and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
 
DAY 6: Titus 3:4-7 (ESV) But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 
Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, 
but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that being 
justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
DAY 7: James 2:13 (ESV) For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no 
mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 
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Week 3 
The Parable of the Persistent Widow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus is again asked a question: “When is the Kingdom of God coming?” (Luke 17:20). And 
again he uses a parable to reply. He tells of a persistent widow who does not give up her 
quest for justice. This parable answers a very important question of the day: when will 
God’s reign replace the corrupt system of Palestinian justice? The reality was that 1st 
Century Israel had corrupt judges and justice was hard to come by. The highest court was 
the Great Sanhedrin, made up of 71 members who were both the legislative and judicial 
body that ruled the Jewish people. The Speaker of the House in Jesus’ time (known as the 
High Priest) was Joseph Caiaphas. His father-in-law had been High priest before him, and 
had used his Roman connections to have his son-in-law appointed as his successor. The 
Sanhedrin used their power to enrich themselves at the expense of the poor. This was 
done through the sale of temple offerings, the exorbitant exchange rate charged for temple 
money, and the incessant demand for temple taxes. They then hired temple guards to 
protect themselves and keep the peasants (am-haarez) in order.  In addition to this, Rome 
had appointed magistrates and village judges, who travelled around and held court in tents. 
They set their own agenda and if one wanted to have your case resolved speedily you 
would need to bribe one of the court officials to have your case brought forward. The Jews 
often referred to them as “Robber Judges”. 
 
The widow of this story had a number of 
obstacles to overcome: she was a woman in a 
male environment. No woman would have 
appeared before a judge alone if she had a son or 
a male family member to represent her. To 
compound her problem, she did not have the 
money to bribe the system, and so her case was not heard. She was truly desperate! Note 
that she wasn’t pleading for special favours, because she had a solid legal case; unfortunately 
she came face to face with a cold corrupt heart. She persisted in confronting the judge until 
he finally changed his mind. He did this because he couldn’t stand listening to her anymore.  

Luke 18:1-8   

“Give me one hundred preachers 
who fear nothing but sin, and desire 
nothing but God, and I care not a 
straw whether they be clergymen or 
laymen; such alone will shake the 
gates of hell and set up the kingdom 
of heaven on Earth.” ― John Wesley 
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Jesus tells the story of this woman as an example of someone not giving up until justice is 
done. Her persistence overcomes a corrupt judicial system. And so the question asked in 
Luke 17:20 is answered: When will the Kingdom of God come? In other words: “when will 
the justice of God be seen in our land?” Jesus answers this by saying – the just reign of God 
will come through persistent and enduring work. Do not ever give up, because it will surely 
come to those who persist.  
 
This was intended to encourage those who heard Jesus. This was also intended to 
encourage the First Century Christians who were reading the Gospel of Luke. They were 
suffering under a Roman system that was unjustly persecuting followers of Jesus. Believers 
in Jesus were told that though the days might be evil, and the night dark, they must not lose 
heart. The judge will change his mind, and God’s justice will be seen.  
 

In South Africa today: 
This parable comes to life in our own country today: South Africa has a history 
of corruption and injustice, and this has unfortunately become part of our culture. We wish 
for our situation to be better, but sometimes feel helpless against its overwhelming force. In 
order to overcome the odds, we all have to make a difference where we are and start 
generating hope again. 
 
That means that we will have to stand up for what is right. We cannot keep on hoping that 
there will be others that will solve the problem. Change always bring opposition and 
sometimes it feels like everything we do gets resistance and that we are not moving 
forward. However, if you are convinced of the justice of your cause – never give up! As the 
popular saying goes: “When the going gets tough, the tough get going!” Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu has never stopped speaking up against injustice irrespective of who does it. 
When it is not easy, and there’s clear resistance and perhaps even threats, we need to 
persist.  
 
We are blessed to have had heroes that have fought the system. When people such as 
Nelson Mandela or Thuli Madonsela have faith to persist in their quests, we idolize them. 
We think that they are extraordinary human beings, not realizing that they just stood up for 
what they believed in. The fact is that we all can fight injustice!  
 
This parable of Jesus encourages us to stand up for what is right and to keep praying and 
nagging and working with persistence and passion - to never lose faith. Knowing the end of 
God’s story gives us the confidence and stability to replace our wish bone with a backbone.  
 

Small Group Questions: 
1. Have you ever taken part in a protest march? Why or why not? Please 

discuss. 
2. How patient are you? Can you persistently stay the course until justice is served? 

Discuss. 
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3. When you look at the challenges in your life, are there recurring requests that God 
hasn’t answered yet? Why do you think that is so? Ask the group to support you in 
that prayer. 

4. Bill Hybels (Willow Creek) says that “The church is the hope of the world”. Do you 
agree? Please discuss. 

 
Allow one person a week to share something of their life story with the 
group. 
Please note: Do not interrupt them, give advice or judge their story. 
 

ASK: How did it feel to tell your story afterwards and give feedback to the group? 
 

• What have you given up on…exercising, eating healthy, bad habits, 
relationships. List the areas in your life where you need the gift of 
persistence and pray about them. 

• Have you treated anyone unfairly lately? Go to God in prayer. 
 
Day 1: Psalm 55:16-17 (ESV) But I call to God, and the LORD will save 
me. Evening and morning and at noon I utter my complaint and moan, 
and he hears my voice. 

Day 2: 1 Corinthians 16:22 (ESV) If anyone has no love for the Lord, 
let them be accursed. Our Lord, come! 

Day 3: Romans 12:11-12 (ESV) Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.  

Day 4: Judges 2:1 (ESV) Israel's Disobedience. Now the angel of the LORD went up from 
Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, “I brought you up from Egypt and brought you into the land 
that I swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you. 

Day 5: Romans 2:7 (ESV) To those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and 

honour and immortality, he will give eternal life. 

Day 6: John 4:14 (ESV) “But whoever drinks of the water that I will give them will never 

be thirsty again. The water that I will give them will become in them a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life.” 

Day 7: James 1:2-8 (ESV) Testing of Your Faith. Count it all joy, my brothers and sisters, 

when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness.  And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him/her ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him/her.  But let them ask in faith, 
with no doubting, for the one who doubts are like a wave of the sea that is driven and 
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tossed by the wind.  For that person must not suppose that he/she will receive anything 
from the Lord; he/she is double-minded, unstable in all their ways. 

Week 4 
The Parable of the Faithful  

and Wise Servant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is asked a question about the end times: What will be the sign of your coming and of the 
end of the age? (Matthew 24:3). Jesus speaks about war, and famine and lawlessness; of 
abomination in holy places and of false prophets; and of people living unaware of the return 
of the Son of Man. Jesus then concludes with a story to remind the disciples to faithfully 
wait for his return. 2 

Here Jesus speaks of a familiar experience in the lives of the people that he teaches – that 
of an absentee landlord who appoints a steward to supervise the property. Jesus points out 
that there are two different options in the discharge of this responsibility: one is to be 
“faithful and wise” in the stewardship of his master’s home and to take care of those who 
live and work there; the other is to believe that the master will never return and to assume 
ownership of the home by beating the other slaves and consuming the proceeds of their 
work.   

As with other parables of Jesus, this was a story for different audiences:  

The people who surrounded Jesus would have heard reassuring 
words that their own life experience of oppression would not last 
forever. Although it felt like they had an oppressive steward crushing the life out of them – 
the Roman steward who sucked the life out of them with taxes; the Jewish stewards of the 

                                                           
2
 This parable reflects the same theme as two other parables: The Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) and The Talents 
(Matt 25:14-30). 

Matthew 24:45-51 
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temple who ate and drank their tithes and offerings – the moment would come when they 
would have to account to the master and all wrongs would be righted.    

The first century audience who encountered the Gospel of Matthew would have heard 
the good news that although it feels like Jesus/the Master is absent and the stewards of this 
earth are in disarray, he will return and hold his stewards accountable for their service. 

Later generations would discover in this story an encouragement to remain faithful to 
the calling to serve God, and not to use this as an excuse for power and privilege. John 
Wesley encouraged Methodist People to become good stewards of the things of God: 
“When a man becomes a Christian, he becomes industrious, trustworthy and prosperous. 
Now, if that man when he gets all he can and saves all he can, does not give all he can, I 

have more hope for Judas Iscariot than for that man!” This is a lifestyle that becomes a 
living witness to the presence of God, even when it feels as if God were like an absentee 
home owner.  

We need to find ways to stay awake and vigilant. The same grace that saved us, teaches us 
how to live.  We need to be ready to meet Jesus now, today, as no-one knows when he is 
coming.  
 

In South Africa today: 
This story comes alive again in our own country. South Africa has a history of abusive home 
owners/landlords who beat their workers and consume the fruits of their labour as if there 
is no moral accountability to God. Beginning with Dutch farmers who exploited indigenous 
labour, to English colonists who used the people of Africa to enrich English interests, to 
Afrikaner kragdadigheid that fed the self-serving interests of the volk, to a black elite who 
ensure that their access to power feeds the interests of their clan – we see the bad 
stewardship of our country.   

 
No-one likes to feel oppressed, exploited, 
powerless and vulnerable. When leaders 
bend the rules or do things for their own 
gain, people suffer, and the dream of God for 
our world is forgotten. 
 
However, this story can become far more 
personal. We each have influence in the life 
of another person – as a parent, a 
grandparent, and aunt or uncle, or as a 
breadwinner. This parable encourages us to 

use our influence as a “faithful and wise” steward. Let us also not miss the painful warning 
of this parable: those who abuse their responsibility as a steward/servant of God will be 
judged when Jesus comes back. It is very hard not to fall for the trappings of power: 
adoration, respect, resources, fans and friends, but when we start to “play God” in other’s 
lives we need to watch out! We are all accountable for our own actions. Judgement day will 

“Do you not know that God entrusted 

you with that money (all above what buys 

necessities for your families) to feed the 

hungry, to clothe the naked, to help the 

stranger, the widow, the fatherless; and, 

indeed, as far as it will go, to relieve the 

wants of all mankind? How can you, how 

dare you, defraud the Lord, by applying it 

to any other purpose?!” ― John Wesley 
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come. Let’s not live lives that lead to other people’s despair. We only have today, yesterday 
is gone and we have no knowledge of the future (except that Jesus will come again). CARPE 
DIEM – seize the day - be ready NOW! Live faithfully every day, look after God’s people 
and be a God-honouring servant leader. 
 

Small Group Questions: 
1. Has there been a leader or figure of authority that you idolized that let you 

down? How did you handle it? 

2. Are you proud of your leadership style? Do people follow you because of your servant 

heart or because they have to (from a position of fear)? Please discuss. 

3. What things make you sure about your faith? 

4. Discuss this statement by Craig Groeschel: 

Allow one person a week to share 
something of their life story with 
the group. 
Please note: Do not interrupt them, give advice or judge their 

story. ASK: How did it feel to tell your story afterwards and give feedback to the group? 
 

• Make a list of the things that need to change in your life so that you can 
stop being a “couch potato” and start living fully for God. Pray to God 
to help you and ask someone in your group to keep you accountable. 

• Bless someone else; it can be a small or a big gesture (pay it forward). 
 
DAY 1: Mark 13:32-33 (ESV) No One Knows That Day or Hour. 
“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Be on guard, keep awake. For 
you do not know when the time will come. 
 
DAY 2: 2 Timothy 2:12 (ESV) If we endure, we will also reign with 

him; if we deny him, he also will deny us. 
  
DAY 3: Revelation 20:6 (ESV) Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first 
resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God 
and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years. 

 
DAY 4: Philippians 4:5 (ESV) Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord 
is at hand. 
 
DAY 5: James 5:8-9 (ESV) You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is at hand.  Do not grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, so that you 
may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.  
 

We’re not changed by the promises 
we make to God; we’re changed by 
believing the promises God makes to 
us. – Craig Groeschel 
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DAY 6: Titus 2:12-13 (ESV) training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
DAY 7: Revelation 3:11 (ESV) I am coming soon. Hold fast to what you have, so that no 
one may seize your crown. Jesus will be coming soon. 
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