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ADVENT 
AND 
Christmas 

Devotional  
(2 December – 6 January) 
 

 
Advent celebrates the coming (adventus) of Jesus. It is a season filled with 
anticipation and hope. We draw closer to God, look beyond the 
commercialisation and business of Christmas, and quietly reflect on the 
promise of Jesus’ coming. We do not only celebrate his birth, but the hope 
that he brought into this world. We will journey through scripture, together 
reaffirming our faith, and re-committing to growing closer to God. May 
Advent and Christmas bring us new focus, hope and indestructible joy, so that 
our souls can be anchored in him for the New Year. 
 

God of hope, who brought love into this world, 
be the love that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought peace into this world, 
be the peace that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought joy into this world, 
be the joy that dwells between us. 

God of hope, the rock we stand upon, 
be the centre, the focus of our lives 
always, and particularly in this time. 

(faithandworship.com/prayers_Advent) 
 

Your ADVENT & Christmas journey starts here: 
All scripture from the New International Version 

Weekly Lectionary Readings 
Daily Bible Verses 
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Advent 
Year C 

First 
reading 

Psalm 
Second 
reading 

Gospel 

First Sunday 
of Advent 
December 2, 
2018 
 

Jeremiah 
33:14-16  

Psalm 25:1-
10 

1 
Thessalonians 
3:9-13 

Luke 
21:25-36 

 
Luke 21:25-36  
25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will 
be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.26 People will 
faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the 
heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.28  When these things begin 
to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near.” 29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees, 30 when they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is near. 31 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know 
that the kingdom of God is near. 32 “Truly I tell you, this generation will 
certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 33 Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 34 “Be careful, or 
your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the 
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a 
trap. 35 For it will come on all those who live on the face of the whole 
earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to 
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escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to 
stand before the Son of Man.”  
Psalm 25  
1 In you, LORD my God,   I put my trust.2 I trust in you; do not let me be put 
to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me.3 No one who hopes in 
you will ever be put to shame, but shame will come on those   who are 
treacherous without cause. 4 Show me your ways, LORD, teach me your 
paths.5 Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my 
Saviour,   and my hope is in you all day long.6 Remember, LORD, your great 
mercy and love,   for they are from of old.7 Do not remember the sins of my 
youth  and my rebellious ways; according to your love remember me,  for 
you, LORD, are good.8 Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he 
instructs sinners in his ways, 9 He guides the humble in what is right  and 
teaches them his way.10 All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful toward 
those who keep the demands of his covenant. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday 2 December 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Thanksgiving: I always thank 

my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.  For in him you 
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have been enriched in every way, with all kinds of speech and with all 
knowledge, God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among 
you. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our 
Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will also keep you firm to the end, so 
that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 
faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
We stand in awe of you Lord, filled to capacity with your love and gifts. 
Our joy overflows into this world, sharing your coming with all that will 

listen. 
 
Monday 3 December  

Mark 13:33-37 Be on guard! Be alert! You 
do not know when that time will come. It is 
like a man going away: He leaves his house 
and puts his servants in charge, each with 
their assigned task, and tells the one at the 
door to keep watch.  “Therefore keep watch 
because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back—
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at 
dawn.  If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping.  What I say to 
you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 
Waiting vigilantly is so difficult Lord; our eyes droop and we fall asleep 
as the “normalness” of every day sways us into a slumber. Wake us up to 
watch!  
 
Tuesday 4 December 
Luke 2:12-14 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
We sing and praise you with the angels, oh God. You are mighty, 

powerful and the creator of the universe. 
And yet you care for the people of earth, 
for every single one of us. Thank you for 
sending us a saviour. 

 
Wednesday 5 December 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 ‘The days 
are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to 
the people of Israel and Judah.”‘ In those days and at that time I will make a 
righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in 
the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This 
is the name by which it will be called: The LORD Our Righteous Saviour.’ 
The “day” is coming Lord, you came 2000+ years ago and will come 
again. You will restore us to you as you promised. Hallelujah!  
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Thursday 6 December 

Romans 13:11-14 The Day Is Near 
And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has 

already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is 
nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is 
almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the 
armour of light.  Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing 
and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension 
and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not 
think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.  
Dear God, help us put on your armour to withstand the arrows of the 
enemy.  Surround us with your love and peace so that we can be ready 
when you come.  
 
Friday 7 December 

Hebrews 2:14-15 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in 
their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who 
holds the power of death—that is, the devil—  and free those who all their 
lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 
What greater gift can there be but to have eternal life through your 
sacrifice Lord! Whatever we face in future, death is already behind us, as 
you took care of it for us. 

Saturday 8 December 
Isaiah 6:1-8 Isaiah’s Commission. In the year that King 
Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 

throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were 
seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with 
two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were 
calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole 
earth is full of his glory.” At the sound of their voices the doorposts and 
thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 
smoke. “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 
lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his 
hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  With 
it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 
taken away and your sin atoned for.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am 
I. Send me!”   
Holy, Holy, Holy are you God Almighty! Burn my mouth with your coal 
and cleanse me from all my sin. I believe that you are all powerful. Send 
me, the one that have been cleansed from within.  

A
dvent and C

hristm
as 



7 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Advent 
Year C 

First 
reading 

Psalm 
Second 
reading 

Gospel 

Second 
Sunday of 
Advent 
December 9, 
2018 
 

Baruch 5:1-
9 
or 
Malachi 3:1-
4 

Luke 1:68-
79 

Philippians 
1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

 
Luke 3:1-6 John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch 
of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 
Abilene—2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written 

in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A 
voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the 
way for the Lord,    make straight paths for 
him.5 Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain 
and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become 
straight, the rough ways smooth.6 And all people 
will see God’s salvation.’”  

Week 2 – Sunday 9 Dec 
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Luke 1:68-79 68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has 
come to his people and redeemed them.69 He has raised up a horn of salvation 
for us in the house of his servant David70 (as he said through his holy prophets 
of long ago),71 salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate 
us—72 to show mercy to our ancestors  and to remember his holy 
covenant,73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 74 to rescue us from the 
hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear75  in holiness 
and righteousness before him all our days.76 And you, my child, will be called a 
prophet of the Most High for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the 
way for him,77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins,78 because of the tender mercy of our God by which 
the rising sun will come to us from heaven79 to shine on those living in 
darkness  and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of 
peace.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday 9 December 
Romans 15:4-13 For everything that was written in the past 
was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in 

the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. May 
the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude 
of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and 
one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 
praise to God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on 
behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be 
confirmed and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 
As it is written: “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing the 
praises of your name.” Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 
And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples extol him.” 
And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to 
rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.”  May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
My prayer indeed Lord; fill me with joy and peace as I trust you to lead 
me in this life. Let my heat overflow with love for you so that I can give 
hope to others in your power. I praise you Lord, with everything I have 
and am! 

 
Monday 10 December 
Psalm 43:3-5 Send me your light and your faithful care, let 

them lead me; let them bring me to your holy mountain, to the place where 
you dwell. Then I will go to the altar of God, to God, my joy and my delight. I 
will praise you with the lyre, O God, my God.  Why, my soul, are you 
downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet 
praise him, my Savior and my God. 
Filled with your light I lift my arms and heart in praise to you Lord. I 
have life in you forever. Darkness cannot overcome the light. All is well 
with my soul! 
 
Tuesday 11 December 
Psalm 27:1-4 The LORD is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid? When the 
wicked advance against me to devour me, it is my enemies and my foes who 
will stumble and fall.  Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; 
though war break out against me, even then I will be confident.  One thing I 
ask from the LORD, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of 
the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to 
seek him in his temple. 
Whilst the earth is devouring itself and its people destroying everything 
good, my face seeks the Lord with confidence and in peace. 

 
 Wednesday 12 December 
Psalm 119:105-106 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on 

my path. I have taken an oath and confirmed it, that I will follow your 
righteous laws. 
The light of the world, my King, our creator, lead me where you want 
me to go. I am yours. 

A
dv

en
t 

an
d 

C
hr

is
tm

as
 



10 
 

Thursday 13 December 
John 12:35-36 Then Jesus told 

them, “You are going to have the light just a little 
while longer. Walk while you have the light, before 
darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the 

dark does not know where they are going. Believe in the light while you have 
the light, so that you may become children of light.” When he had finished 
speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them. 
The light always overcomes the darkness. May your light shine in me for 
all to see. 
 
Friday 14 December 
Ephesians 5:6-14 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 
such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore do 
not be partners with them. For you were once darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all 
goodness, righteousness and truth)  and find out what pleases the Lord. Have 
nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.  It 
is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. But everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated 
becomes a light. This is why it is said: “Wake up, sleeper, rise from the 
dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
Lord I want to please you, every day. Help me discern right from wrong, 
light from dark, and then follow the light. 

Saturday 15 December 
1 Peter 2:5-9 You also, like living stones, are being built into a 
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious 
cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never 
be put to shame.” Now to you who believe, this stone 
is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The 
stone the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone. A stone that causes people to stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble 
because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined 
for. But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out 
of darkness into his wonderful light. 
Please help me not to disobey, but to trust in you always. Help me to 
build a committed home. You have chosen me to make a difference in 
this world. I am your beloved son/daughter ready to worship and follow 
you. 
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Advent 
Year C 

First 
reading Psalm 

Second 
reading Gospel 

Third Sunday 
of Advent 
December 16, 
2018 

Zephaniah 
3:14-20 Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 
4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-
18 

 
Luke 3:7-18  
7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptised by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in 
keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise 
up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and 
every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 
the fire.” 10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 11 John answered, 
“Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and 
anyone who has food should do the same.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be 
baptised. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”  13 “Don’t collect any 
more than you are required to,” he told them. 14 Then some soldiers asked 
him, “And what should we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t 
accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”  15 The people were waiting 
expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be 
the Messiah.  
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 16 John answered them all, “I baptise you with water. But one who is more 
powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many 
other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to 
them. 
Isaiah 12:2-6  
2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, 
the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense; he has become my 
salvation.” 3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4 In that 
day you will say: “Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known 
among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5 Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the 
world. 6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy 
One of Israel among you.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Sunday 16 December 
Romans 5:10-11 While we were God’s enemies, we were 
reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, 

having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!  Not only is this so, 
but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconciliation. 
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We are reconciled to the living God. Thank you for forgiving me God. 
We await your coming with gladness. May it be my time to shine from 
now and forever more. 

 
Monday 17 December 
1 John 1:4-7 We write this to make our joy complete. Light and 

Darkness, Sin and Forgiveness, this is the message we have heard from him 
and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim 
to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 
live out the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from 
all sin. 
To live in the light is to live in the truth. May I be your light here on 
earth, spreading unity, peace and love wherever I go.  

 
Tuesday 18 December 
John 3:16-21 For God so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, 
but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have 
not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  This is the verdict: 
Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light 
because their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light, and 
will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. But 
whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly 
that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. 
I have eternal life because you saved me. Help me face my sins – bring 
them into the light – so that I can be forgiven and forgive myself. 

 
Wednesday 19 December 
Isaiah 11:1-10 The Branch From Jesse. A shoot will come up 

from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of 
the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of 
the LORD— and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by 
what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears;  but with 
righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for 
the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with 
the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. The lamb and the leopard will lie 
down with the goat, the calf and the their young will lie down together, and 
the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the cobra’s 
den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. They will 
neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled 
with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the 
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Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to 
him, and his resting place will be glorious. 
Let your Spirit rest on me Lord, help me wait for you filled with peace 
and love for you and all those that are part of my life. I can’t wait to go 
to my glorious resting place. 

 
Thursday 20 December 
Isaiah 40:1-11 Comfort my people, says your God. Speak 

tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been 
completed, that her sin has been paid for, and that she has received from 
the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A voice of one calling: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and 
hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a 
plain.  And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it 
together. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry 
out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All people are like grass and all their 
faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. The grass 
withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of 
the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of 
our God endures forever.” You, who bring good 
news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring 
good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be 
afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the 
Sovereign LORD comes with power, and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his 
reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. He tends his flock 
like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his 
heart; he gently leads those that have young. 
I know that when I die I would have done what you sent me to do, I will 
return to your arms knowing that I have been forgiven and that I am 
very much loved. Your glory will be revealed to me and I will live in your 
house forever more. 

 
 Friday 21 December 
John 9:1-7 Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind. As he went along, he 

saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his 
parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do the works of him 
who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” After saying this, he spit on the ground, 
made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told 
him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went 
and washed, and came home seeing. 
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I know that I live in a broken world, needing repair. Bad things happen 
to all of us. Our true light need to shine through, no matter what is 
happening in our lives. 

 
Saturday 22 December 
Luke 3:2-6 John the Baptist Prepares the Way. During the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into all the country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written 
in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one calling in the 
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. Every 
valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads 
shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. And all people will see God’s 
salvation.’”  
Lord, I cannot wait for this world to see your glory! For goodness and 
love to win! Help me be you hope every day, whatever I do or go 
through. 
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PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH, ITS 
MINISTERS AND OUR 
CONGREGATION.  
MAY WE BE THE LIGHT ON THE 
HILL, ANCHORED IN HOPE, IN 
2019! 
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Advent 
Year C 

First 
reading 

Psalm 
Second 
reading 

Gospel 

Fourth 
Sunday of 
Advent 
December 23, 
2018 
 

Micah 5:2-
5a 

Luke 1:46b-
55 
or 
Psalm 80:1-7 

Hebrews 
10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-
45, (46-55) 

 
Luke 1:39-45 Mary Visits Elizabeth 
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.41 When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed, “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so 
favoured, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the 
sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises 
to her!” 

Mary’s Song 
46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord47 and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Saviour, 48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From 
now on all generations will call me blessed, 49 for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me—holy is his name. 50 His mercy extends to those who fear 
him, from generation to generation. 51 He has performed mighty deeds with 
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his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 52 He 
has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 55 to Abraham 
and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.” 
Psalm 80 
1 Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock. You who sit 
enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth 2 before Ephraim, Benjamin and 
Manasseh. Awaken you might; come and save us.3 Restore us, O God; make 
your face shine on us, that we may be saved.4 How long, LORD God 
Almighty,  will your anger smolder  against the prayers of your people? 5 You 
have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made them drink tears by the 
bowlful.6 You have made us an object of derision to our neighbours, and our 
enemies mock us.7 Restore us, God Almighty; make your face shine on us, that 
we may be saved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Sunday 23 December 
Luke 1:46-55 Mary’s Song. (see above)  

Your mercy and mighty deeds save me, your love surrounds and protects 
me. I am lifted out of the darkness into the light. You are wonderful 
Lord.  
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Christmas 
Year C 

First 
reading 

Psalm 
Second 
reading 

Gospel 

Nativity of the 
Lord - Proper 
I December 24 
& 25, 2018 
Christmas Eve, 
Morn, or Mid-Day 

Isaiah 9:2-7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14  

Luke 2:1-
14, (15-20) 

Nativity of the 
Lord - Proper 
II December 24 
& 25, 2018 
Christmas Eve, 
Morn, or Mid-Day 

Isaiah 62:6-
12 

Psalm 97 Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:(1-
7), 8-20 

Nativity of the 
Lord - Proper 
III December 24 
& 25, 2018 
Christmas Eve, 
Morn, or Mid-Day 

Isaiah 52:7-
10 Psalm 98 

Hebrews 
1:1-4, (5-12) 

John 1:1-14 

 
 Monday 24 December 
1 John 3:7-8 Dear children, do not 

let anyone lead you astray. The one who does 
what is right is righteous, just as he is 
righteous. The one who does what is sinful is of 
the devil, because the devil has been sinning 
from the beginning. The reason the Son of 
God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.  
Dear God, we await your coming with bated breath, may we be 
reminded on your birthday tomorrow that we are saved, and have an 
eternal relationship with you because you destroyed the devils work. 
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Tuesday 25 December 
John 1:1-5 The Word Became 
Flesh. In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the 
beginning.  Through him all 
things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has 

been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Isaiah 60:1-3 The Glory of Zion. “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and 
the glory of the LORD rises upon you. See, darkness covers the earth and thick 
darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory 
appears over you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness 
of your dawn. 
Arise and shine Lord and master over my life. We adore you! Happy 
Birthday! 

Christmas gift suggestions:  
 

To your enemy, forgiveness.  
To an opponent, tolerance.  

To a friend, your heart.  
To a customer, service.  

To all, charity.  
To every child, a good example. 

 To yourself, respect." 
 

-- Oren Arnold 
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Wednesday 26 December 
Job 5:16 So the poor have hope, and injustice shuts its mouth. 
Thank you God that you came for us and fight for us! 

 
Thursday 27 December  
Psalm 25:3 No one who hopes in you will ever be put to 

shame, but shame will come on those who are treacherous without cause. 
Thank You that we can keep our head held high as we navigate this 
world. 

 
Friday 28 December 
2 Corinthians 1:10 He has delivered us from such a deadly 

peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we have set our hope that he will 
continue to deliver us. 
We look forward to the new year knowing that you have come, and will 
come again. Hallelujah! Praise God!  
 

Saturday 29 December 
1 Timothy 3:14-15 Reasons for Paul’s Instructions. Although I 
hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions 

so that, if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct 
themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the 
pillar and foundation of the truth. 
Thank you God, that we can be part of your church, the rock on which 
we can stand against the storms.  
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Christmas 
Year C 

First 
reading 

Psalm 
Second 
reading 

Gospel 

First Sunday 
after Christmas 
Day 
December 30, 
2018 

1 Samuel 
2:18-20, 26 

Psalm 148 

Colossians 
3:12-17 

Luke 2:41-
52 

Name of Jesus 
(New Year’s 
Eve) 
December 31, 
2018 

Isaiah 30: (8-
14) 15-17 

Psalm 90:1-
12 

Romans 
8:31b-39 

Luke 12:35-
40 

Holy Name of 
Jesus 
January 1, 2019 
(Mary, Mother of 
God) 

Numbers 
6:22-27 

Psalm 8 

Galatians 
4:4-7 
or 
Philippians 
2:5-11 

Luke 2:15-
21 

New Year's Day 
January 1, 2019 

Ecclesiastes 
3:1-13 

Psalm 8 

Revelation 
21:1-6a  

Matthew 
25:31-46  

Week 4 – Sunday 30 Dec 
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Advent and Christmas 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 30 December 
Titus 1:2 In the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not 
lie, promised before the beginning of time. 

Thank you God, that we can believe your promise that we will have 
eternal life.  

 
Monday 31 December 
1 Peter 1:3 Praise to God for a Living Hope. Praise be to the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. Christmas 
We adore and worship you, God of our hearts and souls. Please help us 
to leave the past year behind and start the new one with new resolve 
and hope! AMEN 

FROM BMC 
Tuesday 1 January 
John 1:4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 
May your light shine through me this year in all I do! 
 
Wednesday 2 January 
1 Timothy 1:16  But for that very reason I was shown mercy so 

that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense 
patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive 
eternal life. 
Thank you for your immense patience with me God. Please help me to 
live up to your expectations of me this year. 
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Thursday 3 January 
2 Peter 1:3 Confirming One’s Calling and Election. His divine 
power has given us everything we need for a godly life through 

our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
You have called me and give me the power every day to overcome 
whatever comes my way. Thank you God! 

 
Friday 4 January 
Luke 8:14   The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who 

hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and 
pleasures, and they do not mature. 
God, I pray that I will not be choked with life’s worries this year, help 
me to mature in my faith and deepen my walk with you. 

 
Saturday 5 January 
Acts 2:28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill 

me with joy in your presence. 
I know what to do and I go forth into this year with an indescribable joy 
and in your peace. Thank you God! 
 

 
 
 

 

Epiphany 
Year B 

First 
reading 

Psalm Second 
reading 

Gospel 

Epiphany of the 
Lord 
January 6, 2018 

Isaiah 60:1-
6 

Psalm 72:1-
7, 10-14  

Ephesians 
3:1-12 

Matthew 
2:1-12 

 

Week 5 – Sunday 6 Jan 
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Luke 2:41-52  
The Boy Jesus at the Temple41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for 
the Festival of the Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to 
the festival, according to the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his 
parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 
they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on 
for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and 
friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look 
for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among 
the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who 
heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his 
parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why 
have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching 
for you.”49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I 
had to be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was 
saying to them.51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was 
obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her 
heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and 
man. 
Psalm 148 
1 Praise the LORD. ]Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights 
above.2 Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts.3 Praise him, 
sun and moon;   praise him, all you shining stars.4 Praise him, you highest 
heavens   and you waters above the skies.5 Let them praise the name of 
the LORD,  for at his command they were created,6 and he established them 
for ever and ever   he issued a decree that will never pass away. 7 Praise 
the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, 
8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds,  stormy winds that do his bidding,9 you 
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, 10 wild animals and all 
cattle, small creatures and flying birds, 11 kings of the earth and all 
nations,  you princes and all rulers on earth,12 young men and women, old 
men and children.13 Let them praise the name of the LORD,  for his name alone 
is exalted;  his splendor is above the earth and the heavens.14 And he has 
raised up for his people a horn,[b]the praise of all his faithful servants, of Israel, 
the people close to his heart. Praise the LORD. 
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Service Times: 
Sunday  23 December 7:00am, 8.30am, 10.15am, 12pm (normal) 
Monday  24 December - 11:15pm (Christmas Eve) 
Tuesday  25 December – 7:30am & 9:00am (Christmas Day) 
Sunday  30 December – 7:00am, 8:30am, 10:15am (NO 12pm) 
Monday  31 December - 11:15pm (New Year’s Eve) 
Sunday  6 January - 7am, 8:30am, 10:15am, 12pm (normal) 
 
SOURCES CONSULTED 
www.biblehub.com 
www.christianity today 
www.bible.org.com 
www.biblestudytools.com 
www.desiringgod.org 
http://www.faithandworship.com/Advent_themes_and_resources.  
IMAGES: Google Images 
BIBLES: Gateway (NIVUK) version used 
This book was produced and printed by the Grace of God, and with 

contributions from: 
Nadja Atkinson - Writer, Rev Dalene Jordaan – Editor, Kerry Wetton – Cover design, 

Carol Roodt – Proofreader, Bendi Jabulani Mashinini – Printer. 
Bryanston Methodist Church, December 2018 

 
JOIN A SMALL GROUP IN 2019: 

Intentionally transforming people in loving 
community! 
 

Small groups are the ideal place for you to: 
 Connect with others in life-giving fellowship. 
 Learn more about yourself and God. 
 Grow in your relationship with God. 
 Hold each other accountable for your walk with Jesus. 
 Live out your spiritual gifts supported by friends. 
 Make an impact whilst living out your God-given purpose. 
 
We believe that life happens in community! 
 

 

Contact NADJA to join a small group near you! 
nadjaa@bmc.org.za / 011463 2333 

 
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: 
www.facebook.com/bryanstonmethodist A
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