Revised Common Lectionary:

Easter to Pentecost
6 April to 31 May
This booklet contains the Lectionary Readings for
the week, with emphasis on the Gospels.
The daily readings expand the range of biblical
readings in worship and personal devotion; they
complement the Sunday readings and can help
prepare the reader for the Sunday ahead or help
reflect and digest what was heard in worship.
All congregants are encouraged to make sermon
notes on a Sunday and to join a small group for
deeper discussion in the week.
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Week 1 – 12 April
Easter Day: The empty Tomb
Easter
Year A

First
reading

Psalm

Second
reading

Gospel

Resurrection of the
Lord

Acts 10:34-43

Psalm 118:
1-2, 14-24

Colossians 3:1-4

John 20:1-18

John 20:1-18 New International Version - UK (NIVUK)
The empty tomb
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have taken the
Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’ 3 So Peter and the
other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran
Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying
there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into
the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been
wrapped round Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the
linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw
and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the
dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene
11
Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head
and the other at the foot. 13 They asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying?’ ‘They have
taken my Lord away,’ she said, ‘and I don’t know where they
have put him.’ 14 At this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not realis that it was Jesus. 15 He asked
her, ‘Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?’
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.’
16
Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She turned towards him and cried out
in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’ (which means ‘Teacher’). 17 Jesus said, ‘Do
not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go
instead to my brothers and tell them, “I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’ 18 Mary
Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have seen the
Lord!’ And she told them that he had said these things to her.
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KEY THOUGHT:
13

They asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying?’ ‘They have taken my
Lord away,’ she said, ‘and I don’t know where they have put him.’ 14 At
this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not
realise that it was Jesus. 15 He asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying?
Who is it you are looking for?’ Thinking he was the gardener, she said,
‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I
will get him.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She turned towards him and
cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’ (which means ‘Teacher’).








Monday, April 13: Psalm 118:1-2;14-24; Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21, Colossians 3:5-11
Tuesday, April 14: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Exodus 15:1-18; Colossians 3:12-17
Wednesday, April 15: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Joshua 3:1-17; Matthew 28:1-10
Thursday, April 16: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 2:8-15; Colossians 4:2-5
Friday, April 17: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 5:9-6:3; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Saturday, April 18: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 8:6-7; John 20:11-20

At the Cross (Love Ran Red) – Chris Tomlin

1. Who is the first person you go to when you
are upset?
2. Put yourself in Mary’s shoes. You just arrived
at the tomb alone, and you find Jesus gone.
There is a man that you don’t recognize, and
then he says your name, its Jesus. How do you
feel?
3. How would you describe Mary’s devotion to
Jesus? How does your own life measure up?
4. What is the impact of the resurrection of Jesus
on your thoughts about death?
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Week 2 - 19 April
Jesus appears to his disciples
Easter
Year A

First reading

Psalm

Second
reading

Gospel

Second Sunday of
Easter

*Acts 2:14a, 22-32

Psalm 16

1 Peter 1:3-9

John 20:19-31

John 20:19-31 New International Version - UK (NIVUK)
Jesus appears to his disciples
19
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you!
As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.’ 22 And with that he breathed on them and
said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do
not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’
Jesus appears to Thomas
24
Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’ But he said to
them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and
put my hand into his side, I will not believe.’ 26 A week later his disciples were in the house
again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here;
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’
28
Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29 Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have
seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’
The purpose of John’s
gospel
30
Jesus performed many
other signs in the presence
of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. 31 But
these are written that you
may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may
have life in his name.
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KEY THOUGHT:
27

Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and
believe.’ 28 Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29 Then Jesus
told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed.’








Monday, April 20: Psalm 114; Judges 6:36-40; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Tuesday, April 21: Psalm 114; Jonah 1:1-17; 1 Corinthians 15:19-28
Wednesday, April 22: Psalm 114; Jonah 2:1-10; Matthew 12:38-42
Thursday, April 23: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 25:1-5; 1 Peter 1:8b-12
Friday, April 24: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 26:1-4; 1 Peter 1:13-16
Saturday, April 25: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 25:6-9; Luke 14:12-14

Overcome – Elevation Worship

1. Fear and doubt are of the most overlooked and unspoken sins threatening the
church today.
How do you think they affect
our church? How do they affect
you?
2. Describe what the peace looks
like that you need from God?
How can you get this peace that
goes beyond understanding in
your life?
3. What role does the Holy Spirit
play in your life?
In the beginning the spirit was
given to some for specific tasks.
How can you rely more on the
Holy Spirits’ authority in your
life?
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Week 3 – 26 April
On the road to Emmaus
Easter
Year A

First reading

Psalm

Second
reading

Gospel

Third Sunday of
Easter

*Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Psalm 116:1-4,
12-19

1 Peter 1:1723

Luke 24:13-35

Luke 24:13-35 New International Version - UK
(NIVUK)
On the road to Emmaus
13
Now that same day two of them were going to
a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other
about everything that had happened. 15 As they
talked and discussed these things with each other,
Jesus himself came up and walked along with
them; 16 but they were kept from recognising him.
17
He asked them, ‘What are you discussing together as you walk along?’ They stood still;
their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, ‘Are you the only one
visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?’
19
‘What things?’ he asked. ‘About Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied. ‘He was a prophet,
powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our
rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had
hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the
third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went
to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they
had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.’ 25 He said to
them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have
spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’ 27 And
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself. 28 As they approached the village to which they were going,
Jesus continued on as if he were going further. 29 But they urged him strongly, ‘Stay with us,
for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he
was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to
them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognised him, and he disappeared from
their sight. 32 They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he
talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?’ 33 They got up and returned at
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once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled
together 34 and saying, ‘It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.’ 35 Then
the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognised by them when
he broke the bread.
KEY THOUGHT:
25

He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all
that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer
these things and then enter his glory?’ 27 And beginning with Moses
and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself.








Monday, April 27: Psalm 134; Genesis 18:1-14; 1 Peter 1:23-25
Tuesday, April 28: Psalm 134; Proverbs 8:32-9:6; 1 Peter 2:1-3
Wednesday, April 29: Psalm 134; Exodus 24:1-11; John 21:1-14
Thursday, April 30: Psalm 23; Exodus 2:15b-25; 1 Peter 2:9-12
Friday, May 1: Psalm 23; Exodus 3:16-22, 4:18-20; 1 Peter 2:13-17
Saturday, May 2: Psalm 23; Ezekiel 34:1-16; Luke 15:1-7

Here I am to Worship – Maranatha Music

1. Have you ever searched for something that was right in front of your eyes? Share
your experience.
2. What grabs your attention in the above text? How are you challenged, convicted,
encouraged, or surprised by the text?
3. What did you learn about the character
of Jesus? Has this reading changed your
view in any way?
4. When was the last time you had a
“spiritual conversation” with someone?
Challenge each other to speak to one
other person about Jesus this week and
then to report back next week.
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Week 4 – 3 May
The Good Shepherd
Easter
Year A

First
reading

Psalm

Second reading

Gospel

Fourth Sunday of
Easter

*Acts 2:42-47

Psalm 23

1 Peter 2:19-25

John 10:1-10

John 10:1-10 New International Version - UK (NIVUK)
The good shepherd and his sheep
10 ‘Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate,
but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate
is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen
to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought
out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his
voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because
they do not recognise a stranger’s voice.’ 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the
Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 7 Therefore Jesus said again, ‘Very
truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and
robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through
me will be saved. They will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.
KEY THOUGHT
9

I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.
They will come in and go out and find pasture.
10
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;
I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.








Monday, May 4: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:17-23; 1 Peter 5:1-5
Tuesday, May 5: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:23-31; Hebrews 13:20-21
Wednesday, May 6: Psalm 100; Jeremiah 23:1-8; Matthew 20:17-28
Thursday, May 7: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Genesis 12:1-3; Acts 6:8-15
Friday, May 8: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Exodus 3:1-12; Acts 7:1-16
Saturday, May 9: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Jeremiah 26:20-24; John 8:48-59
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Draw me close to you – Maranatha Music

1. What is/was your favourite pet? How does/did this pet respond when it heard your
voice?
2. How do we know the difference between
God’s voice and the world’s? What was
the turning point for you: when did you
respond to God’s voice?
3. In verse 9 it says that: “They will come in
and go out and find pasture”. In what ways
and when has the word led you to good
pastures?
4. What does Jesus mean when he says:” I
have come that they may have life and have
it to the full”. How do you interpret this
for your life?

Week 5 – 10 May
Jesus Comforts
Easter
Year A

First
reading

Psalm

Second
reading

Gospel

Fifth Sunday of Easter

*Acts 7:55-60

Psalm 31:1-5,
15-16

1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14

John 14:1-14 New International Version - UK (NIVUK)
Jesus comforts his disciples
14 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going
there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back
and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the
place where I am going.’
9
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Jesus the way to the Father
5
Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the
way?’ 6 Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From
now on, you do know him and have seen him.’ 8 Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and
that will be enough for us.’ 9 Jesus answered: ‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have
been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can
you say, “Show us the Father”? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the
Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is
the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works
themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been
doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the
Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

KEY THOUGHT:
12

Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I
have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these,
because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask
in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You
may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.








Monday, May 11: Psalm 102:1-17; Exodus 13:17-22; Acts 7:17-40
Tuesday, May 12: Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:5-12; Acts 7:44-56
Wednesday, May 13: Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:13-18; John 8:31-38
Thursday, May 14: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 6:5-22; Acts 27:1-12
Friday, May 15: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 7:1-24; Acts 27:13-38
Saturday, May 16: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 8:13-19; John 14:27-29

What a beautiful Name – Hillsong Worhsip
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1. The disciples are anxious about being left alone. When have you felt like this before?
2. Jesus asks them to trust him to be there, do you?
Why yes or no? Has human experiences ruined
your trust? How will you get it back?
3. In verse 12, Jesus says that all that he has done, is
nothing compared to what you can do. How does
that make you feel?
4. Do you believe that God is preparing a room for
you in his house? What will it look like?

Week 6 – 17 May
Jesus Promises
Easter
Year A

First reading

Psalm

Second reading

Gospel

Sixth Sunday of
Easter

*Acts 17:2231

Psalm 66:8-20

1 Peter 3:13-22

John 14:15-21

John 14:15-21 New International Version - UK (NIVUK)
Jesus promises the Holy Spirit
15
‘If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another advocate to help you and be with you forever – 17 the Spirit of truth. The world
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he
lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to
you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live,
you also will live. 20 On that day you will realise that I am in my Father, and you are in me,
and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me.
The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show
myself to them.’
KEY THOUGHT:
20

On that day you will realise that I am in my Father, and you are in
me, and I am in you.
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Monday, May 18: Psalm 93; Genesis 9:8-17; Acts 27:39-44
Tuesday, May 19: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 5:22-33; 1 Peter 3:8-12
Wednesday, May 20: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 31:1-13; John 16:16-24
Thursday, May 21: Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11, Psalm 47, Ephesians 1:15-23, Luke 24:44-53
Friday, May 22: Psalm 93; 2 Kings 2:1-12; Ephesians 2:1-7
Saturday, May 23: Psalm 93; 2 Kings 2:13-15; John 8:21-30

Only Jesus – Casting Crowns

1. Has someone promised you something and
not followed through? Have you made
promises and not honored them? How does
this affect you believing in Jesus’ promises?
2. If someone looked at your life would they
say that you loved Jesus by the way you keep
his commands?
3. How can you make the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit live comfortably within you and not
just be occasional guests?
4. What can you do to help those around you
to love and follow Jesus?

Week 7 - 24 May
Jesus Prays
Easter
Year A

First reading

Psalm

Second
reading

Gospel

Seventh Sunday
of Easter

Acts 1:6-14

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

1 Peter 4:1214; 5:6-11

John 17:1-11
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John 17:1-11 New International Version - UK (NIVUK)
Jesus prays to be glorified
17 After Jesus said this, he looked towards heaven and prayed: ‘Father, the hour has come.
Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all
people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal
life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have
brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father,
glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.
Jesus prays for his disciples
6
‘I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you
gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you
have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave
me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came
from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am
not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they
are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory
has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no
longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave
me, so that they may be one as we are one.
KEY THOUGHT:
3

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.








Monday, May 25: Psalm 99; Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24; 1 Peter 4:1-6
Tuesday, May 26: Psalm 99; Numbers 16:41-50; 1 Peter 4:7-11
Wednesday, May 27: Psalm 99; 1 Kings 8:54-65; John 3:31-36
Thursday, May 28: Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 19:1-9a; Acts 2:1-11
Friday, May 29: Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 19:16-25; Romans 8:14-17
Saturday, May 30: Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 20:1-21; Matthew 5:1-12

The Lord’s Prayer – Andrea Bocelli
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1. What is the best farewell gift you have ever received?
2. Can you imagine Jesus praying the prayer for the disciples for you? How do you feel?
3. Does the world love you or hate you? How does that make you feel? Isolated or
compromised?
4. Are we “one” as a church? What can we do to stand together and “maximize” God’s
power?

Week 8 – 31 May
Pentecost - Jesus Appears
Easter
Year A

First reading

Psalm

Second reading

Gospel

Day of
Pentecost

Acts 2:1-21

Psalm 104:24-34,
35b

1 Corinthians
12:3b-13

John 20:19-23

John 20:19-23 New International Version - UK (NIVUK)
Jesus appears to his disciples
19
On the evening of that first day of the week, when
the disciples were together, with the doors locked
for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 20 After he
said this, he showed them his hands and side. The
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21
Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father
has sent me, I am sending you.’ 22 And with that he
breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not
forgiven.’
KEY THOUGHT:
21

Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I
am sending you.’
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Monday, June 1: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Joel 2:18-29; Romans 8:18-24
Tuesday, June 2: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Ezekiel 39:7-8, 21-29; Romans 8:26-27
Wednesday, June 3: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Numbers 11:24-30; John 7:37-39
Thursday, June 4: Psalm 8; Job 38:1-11; 2 Timothy 1:8-12a
Friday, June 5: Psalm 8; Job 38:12-21; 2 Timothy 1:12b-14
Saturday, June 6: Psalm 8; Job 38:22-38; John 14:15-17
Sunday, June 7: Trinity Sunday

Here is my heart – Lauren Daigle

1. Have you ever locked yourself in your room? Why?
2. Where do you use Jesus’ peace right now?
3. Jesus said: “I am sending you”. How have you responded to this call? Is it mission
impossible or a walk in the park? What are the challenges you face?
4. What are the advantages of working with others? Do you believe that the sum is
greater than the parts? How are you applying it in your life?
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SMALL GROUPS:
Intentionally transforming people in loving community!
Small groups are the ideal place for you to:
Connect with others in life-giving fellowship, learn more
about yourself and God, grow in your relationship with
God, hold each other accountable for your walk with Jesus,
live out your spiritual gifts supported by friends, make an
impact whilst living out your God-given purpose.
We believe that life happens in community!
Contact NADJA to join a small group near you!
nadjaa@bmc.org.za / 011463 2333
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