Daily Bible readings, a memory verse and a prayer for individual contemplation
Weekly worship song, reflection and small group questions

THIS WEEK AND UPCOMING WEEKS:
Lectionary year B – Easter to Pentecost – 4 April to 29 May
Week 7:
Week 8:
Week 9:

Sunday 16 May – Jesus prays for His disciples.
Sunday 23 May – PENTECOST – The work of the Holy Spirit
Sunday 30 May - Trinity Sunday – Jesus teaches Nicodemus

WEEK 7: 16 MAY
Jesus prays for his disciples

DAY

FIRST READING

PSALM

SECOND READING

GOSPEL

Seventh Sunday of
Easter
May 16, 2021

*Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

Psalm 1

1 John 5:9-13

John 17:6-19

Jesus prays for his disciples
6 ‘I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave
them to me, and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given
me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me, and they accepted them. They
knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for
the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And
glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be
one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None
has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13 ‘I am coming to you now,
but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I
have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the
world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They

are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into
the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.

WORSHIP

Came to my rescue (www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhiRLb5Tvjg)

FOR REFLECTION:
DAILY DEVOTIONS, REFLECTIONS AND SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS WRITTEN BY REV GAVIN

Jesus prays that his followers may be protected from evil while engaging with life in the world. He
reminds his followers that their engagement with the world should always be from a place where they
are growing in holiness characterised by unity and truth.
This connection that Jesus makes between growing into holiness by growing in unity and truth is such a simple
concept in theory, but such a difficult reality to live out. Even in the presence of the person we choose as our life
partner, unity and truth are a little more elusive than anticipated. Too often is our experience divisiveness and
betrayal! I think of Adam and Eve and how quickly they parted ways with the truth and in their union with each
other and with God. And so we can begin to grasp the size of the task Jesus leaves with his followers viz. to grow in
holiness by developing in unity and truth not just with those we choose, but as we engage with every person in this
world.
While we pursue this Kingdom calling, Jesus’ prayer is offered for our protection from that which is evil. We must
expect evil not just from our enemies in the world “out there”, but also realise that evil is often homegrown. In
verse 12, reference is made to the evil within our own circles. There is not a life that is not witness to someone
close being the source of damage, hurt and harm in our lives. Even closer than this however is the evil within our
own beings; the evil found in the fragmented and deceitful pools of our existence which renders us persons at war
with ourselves. Evil will always oppose unity and truth and will manifest within our own beings, through our closest
relationships and in the world in general. Despite this, Jesus calls us to a particular journey – to discover full joy
through the pursuit of holiness characterised by unity and truth, and for this, He offers His protection.

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS:
1. How do you respond to living with joy in the presence of evil?
2. How do you express growing in holiness while living in the world?
3. Do you feel unity is highly valued by Christ followers? By you?
4. Do you feel the truth is rigorously pursued by Christ followers and yourself?
5. How accurate is the statement that you are only as holy as you are truthful and non-divisive?

It is important for parents to take time to lead the conversations of family
time and to be honest with their children in these conversations.
BY JENNY BLAKE – CHILDREN’S PASTOR
jennyb@bmc.org.za
Sunday 16th May
Pray daily: Set up family time for prayer and devotions and stick to this arrangement. All devotions should always
begin by with a prayer. Ask a family member to pray or one of the children.
Scripture Reading: John 17:6-19
Allow children/teens to read out loud for the family.
Activity/Family Moment:
Explain that Jesus is praying, to God, for the disciples. Think back to your earliest memory of praying. What was it
like? Did someone pray with you? Can you remember who taught you to pray? Where you ever taught how to pray?
Have a family discussion on these points. (if you were never taught do not worry. Tell your family this. This can lead
to better understandings, discussion and maybe your children might be able to help you out here!)
Prayer is a way in which we connect to God. Prayer is a conversation. It should not a one-way conversation. We
know that God hears our prayers from scripture 1 John 5:14 says, "This is the confidence we have in approaching
God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.", 1 John 5:15 - "And if we know that he hears us—
whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.", Jeremiah 29:12-13; "Then you will call on me and
come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart."
A simple way to pray is the 5-finger prayer. This prayer uses your fingers as guides to suggest what to prayer for.
Thumb: Those closest to your heart – family and friends

Pointer finger: Those giving direction – teachers, doctors…etc
Index finger: Those in leader – Government, business, church.
Ring finger: Those who are weak – sick, poor.
Pinkie finger: Yourself.
Always pray for other first and yourself last. This teaches us to put others needs before our own. This is too biblical
as Jesus tells us to be servant leaders. Matthew 20: 28 ‘just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”













Monday, May 17, 2021: Psalm 115; Exodus 28:29-38; Philippians 1:3-11
Memory Verse: He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
(Phil 1:6)
Prayer: Father, we continue to trust in you as our help in trouble and our shield in danger. Amen.
Tuesday, May 18, 2021: Psalm 115; Numbers 8:5-22; Titus 1:1-9
Memory Verse: Hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that you can encourage others by
sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. (Tit 1:9)
Prayer: Father, may our lives tell of your love and faithfulness and be lived only to the glory of your name. Amen.
Wednesday, May 19, 2021: Psalm 115; Ezra 9:5-15; John 16:16-24
Memory Verse: Though we are slaves, our God has not forsaken us in our bondage. (Ezra 1:9:9)
Prayer: Thank you Father that we are forever remembered and blessed by you. Amen
Thursday, May 20, 2021: Psalm 33:12-22; Genesis 2:4b-7; 1 Corinthians 15:42b-49
Memory Verse: And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly
man. (I Cor 15:49)
Prayer: It is in your unfailing love that we place our hope O God. Amen.
Friday, May 21, 2021: Psalm 33:12-22; Job 37:1-13; 1 Corinthians 15:50-57
Memory Verse: For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.
(I Cor 15:53)
Prayer: Father, we declare with the Psalmist that your plans stand forever. Have your way in my life. Amen
Saturday, May 22, 2021: Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 15:6-11; John 7:37-39
Memory Verse: Your right hand, Lord, was majestic in power. Your right hand, Lord shattered the enemy. (Ex 15:6)
Prayer: May we be aware of your majesty and power today in a very real sense. Please open our eyes, ears and
hearts for your message. Amen.

